


Agenda

• History of Toronto Island Airport 
Expansion Proposals

• What’s at Stake

• Implications: Quality of Life, Health, 
Environment, and Economic Development

• Getting to NO: Stopping Pearson on the 
Lake

• Q&A 
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NoJetsTO: We’ve done this before!



Campaign Origins & Context
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1983

Tripartite Agreement 
signed between TPA,  
the City of Toronto & 
Federal government 

prohibiting commercial  
jets at Island Airport

Porter Airlines CEO 
calls for jets; 

NoJetsTO forms

Mar 2026

Premier Ford calls for 
jets, threatens to strip 
environmental rights & 

protections via SEZ 
Designation

May 2026

Provincial government 
passes Bill 110, 

potential expropriation 
of Toronto Island & 

Little Norway Park; no 
plan released to public 
by airport owner TPA

Jun 2026

MPs Rob Oliphant and 
Salma Zahid state 

opposition to Island 
Airport expansion

Jun 2026

Transport Canada 
launches public survey 
on future of the Island 

Airport

Federal government 
opposes jet expansion, 
victory for NoJetsTO!

20152013



November 2015 Victory
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What’s at Stake?



Impacting Waterfront Vision

⚫ 17 million people visit the Central Waterfront every 
year

⚫ 1.5 million people visit the Toronto Islands
⚫ 75,000 housing units planned in the Port Lands area, 

including 15,000 in Ookwemin Minising
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East Bayfront Lower Don Lands Ookwemin 

Minising / Port 
Lands

Queens Quay 
Revitalization



What does expanding the runway 900m 
for jets look like?
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Potential Expropriations: 
Toronto Island 
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Potential Expropriations: 
Little Norway Park
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Impacts

• Quality of Life
• Health Risks
• Environmental Threats
• Economic Concerns



Quality of Life Issues

• Damage and loss of use of the waterfront:
– Less Lake Ontario to enjoy
– Impacting boats, kayaks, ferries
– Loss of Western Gap

• Significant safety hazards: 
– Jet blasts (up to 190 km/hr)
– More fuel trucks = potential for spills
– Deadly bird strikes



Traffic Congestion up to 450% 
worse! 



Health Risks

• Noise pollution: a jet every 2.5 minutes
– Cardiovascular illnesses
– Long-term developmental challenges in children

• Air pollution: NO2 , SO2 and ultrafine particles
– Respiratory and cardiovascular illness etc. 
– Pregnancy-related complications
– Diabetes and dementia risks



Life in the Jet Path: Loss of Housing, 
Windows Sealed, No Balconies



Water Pollution

• Flow of water reduced: 
inner harbour becomes 
stagnant, degrading 
water quality 

• More toxic de-icing 
chemicals released into 
the lake



Other Environmental Threats

• Large scale dumping into the Toronto Harbour and 
Lake Ontario

• Parkland on Toronto Island—including Hanlan’s Point, 
the oldest surviving queer space in Canada—at risk of 
being destroyed

• Wildlife habitat destroyed: birds, aquatic and 
terrestrial species, rare freshwater coastal dune 
ecosystem on the island

• Jet emissions could increase by 360% per year



Economic Concerns

• Walking back from tax dollars already spent to 
revitalize Toronto’s waterfront:

– On track to create 100,000 jobs and $13.2 billion 
in economic benefits by the mid-2030s.

• Impact on property values and tourism revenue

• Loss of planned affordable housing development in the 
Portlands due to height restrictions.



2017 Environmental Assessment: 
A jet every 2.5 minutes

19

24 jets/hour
Illustration by Patrick Corrigan



Getting to ‘NO’
Stopping Pearson-on-the-Waterfront



Who Owns the Airport? 



City of Toronto? 

• Has had its airport ownership 
portion stripped away and now 
faces loss of the Toronto Islands 
and mainland parkland due to a 
new provincial law

• Can oppose with its voice and 
perhaps procedurally/legally if 
the proposal goes forward



Provincial Government? 

• Despite all the 
bombast, the Province 
can seize only the 
Toronto Islands and 
mainland parks, and 
withdraw permissions 
to build housing on the 
port lands area 
(Ookwemin Minising is 
about to be built)Photo credit: 

Canmanwalker



Federal Government 

• The Toronto Island Airport is owned by the Toronto 
Port Authority (TPA) — a federal agency with a 
board appointed by the federal government

– Any airport expansion/replacement proposal 
will come from the TPA as the owner

– The TPA can be directed by the federal Minister 
of Transportation



Federal Government 

• The Tripartite Agreement: signed between the 
federal government, the City of Toronto (now 
replaced by the Province of Ontario) and the TPA.

• Prohibits commercial jets at Toronto Island Airport. 
Changes require all three parties to agree. The 
federal government controls the TPA and itself. 



Federal Government 

• The federal government is the level of government 
that regulates airports. 

• Any expansion proposal coming from the TPA 
would be reviewed, permitted and approved by 
Cabinet under federal laws.



Federal Target



Tell Your MPs to Say NO!

● There is clear federal 
responsibility for any expansion 

● Tell your MP to say NO to the 
Island Airport expansion — and 
protect our waterfront for good.

● Your MP holds the key to 
Toronto’s waterfront future!



Tell Your MPs to Say NO!

Scan the QR code to send a 
letter to your MP

Even better — call or visit your 
MP in person!



What Else You Can Do

Complete the federal public 
consultation survey: 

www.surveymonkey.ca/r/PFJSW2X

https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/PFJSW2X


What Else You Can Do

• Put up a NoJetsTO sign

• Talk to your neighbours and 
friends

• Join our rally on Sunday, July 26
– 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
– Harbour Square Park



Questions?


